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Tearing Down Walls SR
Building Up Hope iSRS

HOROSCOPES GONE GREEN

Virgo (Aug. 23 to Sept. 22)

You're a purist, Virgo, so use homemade cleaning products like diluted vinegar for streak-free mirrors, baking soda to
scrub the toilet or a banana peel to polish your leather shoes. Feed your pets organic food. Buy locally grown produce,
which saves on long-distance trucking fuel. Better yet, grow your own food and compost the remains, or join a
neighborhood co-op garden. Cater to your fastidious nature while camping with a portable, environmental toilet.
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NEWS FROM THE FELLOWSHIP

40th ANNIVERSARY
By Rev. Elder Nancy Wilson

What does forty years mean to our church and our global movement? Forty years of tearing down
walls and building up hope! The number 40 is a Biblical humber, after all. Noah sailed on the ark for
40 days and nights. The Israelites wandered 40 years in the desert. Jesus spent 40 days in the wilder-
ness wrestling with the devil and the future of his ministry.

I suppose ministry in MCC has been a wilderness - as we have wrestled through our vocation as a move-
ment, as we have tried to really hear the Spirit’s call. What is it we came into the world to do? Have we
done it in 40 years? What have been our distractions and temptations?

And are we ready to move into the Promised Land, to come out, as Jesus did? Well, yes and
no! We have labored, we have succeeded, and we have failed sometimes. We have been the gay church,
the church with AIDS, and, more recently, the Human Rights church. We have stood up to some phar-
aoh’s of our day, and said, “Let our people go!” We have crossed seas and been fed manna in the wilder-
ness. Sometimes we didn't know where the resources or support was going to come from, but God pro-
vided. And, I have no illusions that suddenly, after 40 years, we will magically be in the “Promised Land.”
But, I do believe there is such a land - of freedom from homophobia, of spiritual empowerment, jus-
tice, the end of poverty, war, racism, disease, and fear. That land exists in the spiritual imagination of
every person of faith. And it exists, in glimpses, now and then, in our churches and communities, in our
people, in our hearts. It exists certainly in the Heart of God. It exists in that “kingdom” that realm of
God that Jesus preached - that is here, right now, and yet to come.

So, on we travel, together, 40 years and beyond. There are so many who still do not know the life giv-
ing, life-transforming message of the inclusive gospel of Jesus that we were given 40 years ago. Today,
life is still difficult and dangerous for homeless gay youth, for people with HIV/AIDS, transgender
brothers and sisters, for lesbians and gay men in many countries in the world. Human rights are not
celebrated or honored everywhere. Churches in many places in the world do not embrace everyone with
the love of Christ. Forty years later, in some places in the world, we are just beginning. In other
places, we are reaching new levels of maturity and depth and commitment to our next generations. We
have made an impact - tens of millions have now heard our message, and been influenced by our cour-
age and vision of hope. We have imitators and detractors! Most of all, we have an incredible, global net-
work, community that is on the move and getting ready for the next forty years. I have been spending
time trying to learn about what MCC might need to be in 2048, wrestling with a vision to move us
forward. Know this: our greatest challenges and opportunities are yet to come. We are a people
of destiny, and, as the great theologian Martin Buber said, “We must believe in Destiny, and
that it stands in need of us!”
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MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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New Creation has a new presence on the World Wide Web!

Check it out at http://www.newcreationmcc.cmarket.com

The auction doesn't begin until October 1, but you can check out the site now and "refer
your friends"” to let them know that the auction is coming. There is a button on the home
page of the auction site that will let you tell your friends about the auction. The funds raised
will go to pay down the mortgage - which will save us a lot of money in interest over the long
haul, and which will also allow us to borrow money to build a new sanctuary, welcome cen-
ter and/or offices on the "second floor." The building was intended to be the basement level
of a larger structure, but the original owners never got that far. We intend to! Help us lay
the financial groundwork for the physical groundbreaking we feel lead to pursue, won't

you? Check out the site today; refer your friends; donate items; and come back over the
next few weeks to see what's new and to start bidding on October 1!
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:

To sell concessions at Nationwide Arena. Please contact Renee for more
Information. The first training class is set for September 3rd at 5:45pm at
Nationwide Arena in the Activity room. You must have the training class be-
fore working the events.

HERE ARE THE SEPTEMBER DATES

Sept.12th-----REVOLVE TOUR------ 4:00PM
Sept.13th-----REVOLVE TOUR------ 6:00AM
Sept.25th-----JEFF DUNHAM------ 5:00PM

Sept.29th-----CBJ PRE-SEASON---4:00PM
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ITALIAN BEEF HOAGIES
BROCCOLI & RICE CASSEROLE
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