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NATIONAL TRANSGENDER DAY OF REMEMBRANCE—NOVEMBER 16, 2008 INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

" . . . Margaret’s Minutes 2
The National Transgender Day of Remembrance was created in honor of Rita Hester, a

transwoman murdered on November 28, 1998. Rita suffered a brutal attack in her home These Days 3
and died of multiple stab wounds. Her murder, like many others of our transgender sib- Help Wanted 4
lings, remains unsolved. Her death spurred activists to create the "Remembering Our

Dead" (http://www.RememberingOurDead.org) website project, dedicated to providing Social Committee 4
an accurate and honorable list of those murdered out of hatred. Project leaders note, Recipes 5

‘Over the last decade, one person per month has died due to transgender-based hatred or

prejudice.’ Memorials in dozens of cities across the world happen every November and Called To Be 6

will continue until the killings stop."” The Green Team 7
, L . R Calendar 8

To learn more about MCC's Transgender Ministries, click this link:

www.mccchurch.org/transgender. Special Events 8

To read about a local event, see “Called to Be” on page 6

Our Mission Statement

New Creation MCC

Tealing Down wa“a founded in and reaching

beyond the GLBT

a“iml“g Up} b‘bw community showing

Christian love to all

HOROSCOPES GONE GREEN

Scorpio (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21)

Be a secret agent of compassionate change, Scorpio. If you're an architect, design partially underground

homes that save on heating and cooling bills. Or, become a tuned-in technician creating wilderness corri-
dors for endangered species, or a midwife birthing babies naturally. If you're new to green consciousness,
recycling your plastic bags and water bottles is a good place to start. Or, use your research skills to write

letters to the editor to demand change.
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MARGARET’S MINUTE:

Last month, on my annual trip to the beach, | was — as usual — filled
with all sorts of interesting ideas and questions about the meaning of
life and how to live in this complicated, sometimes confusing world.
And one morning, as | walked along the beach in the edge of the surf, | B
thought about what | was doing. Walking in shifting sand. Had | been a foot or two to
my right, I would have been well above the tide line, and the sand would have been
firm. Had I been several more feet beyond that, it would have been dry and harder to
walk in, but the only “shifting” would have been caused by my own feet making their
imprint in the top couple of inches of sand and shells. At the edge of the water, though,
| found walking a little disorienting.

If a small little lap of water came in, it was a nice gentle coolness on my toes and noth-
Ing more, but if the wave was larger, it would start to wash away the sand | was trying
to walk on. It was an odd sensation to know | was heading “that-a-way” and to feel the
sand beneath me going a different direction altogether. Combine that with the visual
image of the wave itself washing left-to-right and almost immediately back the other
way, and | nearly lost my balance several times. So how does one keep walking on
shifting sand? By simply walking!

| found that if | attempted to keep my balance by standing still, even MORE sand
washed out from around my size nines and | would begin to ever so slightly sink. The
longer | tried to stay planted in that spot, and the more the waves came and went, |
would find myself up to my ankles in sand and shell fragments and who knows what
small creatures that hide in the sand! At that point, | was at risk for loosing my sandals
in the gooey muck. Oddly enough, if | took my eyes off the tide and looked up at the
bigger scene of beach, sky, ocean or homes, I could let the wave pass by me without
making me dizzy. And if | kept walking, | would not sink.

In fact, the best thing to do when a wave came and | wanted to stand still (like when |
was scrutinizing a patch of beach for shark’s teeth) was to actually do a little dance of
lifting first one foot and then the other, as if | was marching in place!

When the sand moves, move even more - | think this is the right strategy for people and
for whole congregations. To stand still is to risk sinking and becoming immobile and
hopelessly mired. To keep moving is to cooperate with the natural shifting of the
world, which does not remain still unless it is dead. If one really needs a solid place,
move back from the edge. But if one’s call is to the edge - as it is for MCC - then we
must learn how to befriend the tides and receive the treasures they bring; remember to
keep our sights on the big picture; and keep moving our feet! Come on in, MCCers—
the water’s fine!
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These Days with Our Fellowship, by lay delegate, Carol D.

Thes®

If you missed the announcement during church in mid-October, we have had some good news from
Manchester MCC, in the United Kingdom. We had sent 3 pages of petition signatures in support of
the opportunity for the Ugandan leshian, Prossey Kakuzza, to remain in England, and not be returned
to Uganda. She has won her second legal appeal, and may remain in Great Britain for 5 years, then
apply for residency & then citizenship. You can go to www.mccmanchester.co.uk/prossy.htm for
more info.

Good news from our fellowship: Rev. Elder Darlene Garner has been re-appointed as vice-moderator.
Rev. Elder Garner was born & raised in Columbus, Ohio. You can read more about her, and the re-
sponsibilities of the fellowship vice-moderator at www.mccchurch.org.

In fact, Rev. Garner came to Columbus a few years ago, interviewed a number of church members,
spoke at length with the board, and determined we would be a good candidate for the CRI program.
(And I just know at least 32 people are saying “CRI- what program is that — exactly what is this CRI
stuff?”)

The CRI program- Church Revitalization Initiative- is the Fellowship’s relatively new program to
help struggling churches get on their feet. This is done by offering spiritual, administrative, and finan-
cial support. The churches have to be willing to accept support, and feel led and committed to con-
tinue their life and growth as a church in the UFMCC Fellowship. As this is a new program for the
Fellowship, sometimes our interaction has felt confusing. As lay delegate, | strongly appreciate the
CRI efforts on behalf of our church (acknowledging some ups and downs) and hope our interaction
with the CRI team continues to be blessed.

This November, we celebrate Veteran’s Day. We have at least five veterans in our congregation.
Many of us are children of veterans. We may have family or friends in active service now. We all
owe these veterans so much- let us remember to acknowledge our gratitude, with respect, for their ser-
vice.

Thanksgiving has always been a great holiday for me. 1 liked the parades, the family gatherings, the
food- and | grew to like the football. This Thanksgiving I’m celebrating the work of the good people
who see to our pot lucks, who are working on the various fund raisers, who are making crafts for the
bazaar, and those who keep the building safe & clean. I’m thankful for the very life of this church, and
the sense of growth and challenge I feel coming. I’m thankful for all of you.

Carel D,
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Join Our And we need more people on our committee! We have lots of work to do next year
FUNd to raise money for our growing church and we love making it fun to do. So join

Raising us! The Fund Raising Committee will hold its next business meeting at 1 p.m.
Nov. 15th.

Committee

This year’s Holiday Bazaar is on Dec. 6™ At South Side Settlement
House from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. We need volunteers for carrying tables,
setting up items, tending tables, and for teardown and clean up.
PLEASE let it be known that you will help. We also need baked
goods for the bake sale at the Bazaar. So get out your favorite reci-
pes!

All items this year are hand crafted, so the crafting group is meeting
each Saturday until the Bazaar to finish up items for the sale. We
want everyone to come and help. It is such good fun and profits the
church general fund.

The crafters will be meeting Saturday the 8th at 1:00 pm. On the 15th the crafters will meet
at 2:00pm after the regular fund raising meeting. We hope to do a lot of organizing that day
and getting things ready to display.

We really need folks to help transport items for the bazaar and get things set up at the Settle-
ment House and also tear down at the end.

Also Game night will be Nov. 15th starting at 7:00PM It is a tailgate theme so please wear
the jersey of your favorite team whatever the sport. If you have a favorite snack you would
like to bring please let me know.

Any questions please call Claudia B. and | promise | will answer much more promptly.
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RECIPES

THANKSGIVING

! - 8 2"

12-14 1b turkey, at room temperature
1 yellow onion, quartered

2 celery stalks, cut into 2 inch lengths
3 or 4 fresh parsley sprigs

1 bay leaf

1 tablespoon dried sage

2 teaspoons dried thyme

2 teaspoons dried marjoram

Salt and freshly ground peper

3 tablespoons unsalted butter, melted

12 ounces pork sausage

3/4 cup finely chopped onion

1/2 cup chopped green sweet pepper

1/2 cup chopped celery

1/2 cup butter or margarine

5 cups dry white bread cubes

1 teaspoon poultry seasoning

1/8 teaspoon black pepper

3/4 cup chopped pecans, toasted (optional)
1 1/4-1 1/2 cups chicken broth

Preheat oven to 425 degrees. Position a rack in the
bottom third of the oven. QOil a V-shaped rack in a
roasting pan.

1.In a large skillet brown sausage over medium
heat; drain well. Remove sausage from skillet;
set aside.

2. In the same skillet coop onion, sweet pepper,
and celery in hot butter over medium heat until
tender; set aside.

3. In a large bowl combine bread cubes, cooked
sausage, onion mixture, poultry seasoning, black
pepper and if desired, pecans. Drizzle with
enough broth to moisten tossing lightly to com-
bine. Transfer bread mixture to a 2-quart casse-
role. Bake, covered, in a 325 degree oven for 30

Remove the neck, gizzard and heart from the

turkey. Rinse the bird in cold water and pat dry with
paper towels. Place the onion , celery, parsley and
bay leaf in the cavity. In a small bowl mix together
the sage, thyme and marjoram. Place 2 teaspoons of
the mixture in the cavity, then sprinkle with salt and
pepper. Tie the legs together, ( if desired) and brush
with some of the butter and sprinkle with the remain-
ing herb mixture and salt and pepper.

Place on the rack in the pan, breast side down. Roast
for 40 min., basting with butter after 20 min. Reduce
heat to 325 degrees, turn breast side up and continue
to roast, basting with the remaining butter until used
up and then with the pan juices every 15-20 min.
Roast until golden and cooked through about 2.5
hours. The turkey should roast a total of 15-17 min-
utes per pound. Transfer to a warmed platter, cover
loosely with aluminum foil until ready to
carve...about 20 minutes.
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NOVEMBER 14: MEET AND GREET WITH TRANS-CLERGY
Rev. MALCOLM HIMSCHOOT

This time is for Transfolk, their siginificant others and family members

NOVEMBER 15: WORKSHOPS, KEYNOTE ADDRESS,

FELLOWSHIP TIME
Open to anyone interested in growing in their understanding
of trans issues, creating welcoming spiritual communities, etc.

RegiSiration opemnnow!

Register your participation by going to
www.northchurchucc.org
and then clicking on the link to the Called to Be event.
OR
Direct registration: www.transitioningtogether.org/calledtobe/register.php
The $10 registration fee includes breakfast, lunch and free childcare

ONLY if you register by November 1.
If you register after Nov. 1, the fee is $15.
Childcare is NOT available for late registrations after Nov. 1.

We want this to be safe event for all and so it will not be advertised
in the general media.
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to help make this event possible.
Invite your friends! You will find an events' schedule at
www.northchurchucc.org
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From The Green Team

This month’s tip: How to keep the heat inside your house!
Brought to you by Jessica, Leader of Green Team Ministry
from MCCLV (MCC of the Lehigh Valley, Allentown, PA)

1. Check and replace the rubber weather stripping around doors and windows. (Rubber
weakens over time and no longer forms a tight seal.) Ask for "v- seal” weather stripping
at the store.

2. Install door sweeps or use "draft dodgers" to keep air from escaping under doors.

3. Caulk interior and exterior gaps. You'd be suprised where air escapes! Check around elec-
tric outlets, phone jacks, where cables and plumbing pipes go from floor to floor or room to
room. Also check outside- where power and utility lines go into your home and around your

chimney if you have one. ALways use 100% silicone sealants. They last a long time and con-
tain no harmful compounds.

4. Insulate everything- your attic, basement, and walls! When buying insulation, choose the
highest rated R- value acceptable for your area. Insulation is identified, labeled, and sold by
its resistance to heat flow. The higher the R- value, the higher the insulating value. Check
out www.simplyinsulate.com for R- values appropriate for where you live, to calculate your
energy savings, and search for rebates in your area. Try to use insulation made from renew-
able resources like blown cellulose insulation (shredded newspapers treated with a non- toxic
fire retardant), blown insulation made from recycled denim (again treated with a on- toxic
fire retardant), or a soy-based expanding spray foam insulation.

This is just the tip of the iceberg when it comes to energy efficiency in home heating! And
remember, to save money, try to only heat the rooms you are in. If you have inefficient
baseboards (like 1 do) try using space heaters and keep the baseboards off. And it is always
cheaper to put on a sweater or use a blanket instead of cranking up the thermostat!!!! God
bless everyone and STAY WARM!!!1

Jessica C Mitchell
Green Team Ministry Leader

"You must be the change you wish to see in the world."
~ Gandhi



November 2008

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1
Crafters Meeting
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Potluck Sunday Nationwide Election Day Choir Practice Crafters Meeting
Daylight Saving Training
Time Ends
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Straight Talk Nationwide Veterans Day Choir Practice Crafters Meeting
Recycle Sunday | Training Game Night
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
BOD Meeting Nationwide Choir Practice Crafters Meeting
National TDOR | Training
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
Choir Practice [ Thanksgiving Crafters Meeting
30
1st Sunday of
Advent

SPECIAL EVENTS:
Crafters meeting Saturday November 8th at 1:00pm.

Game night Nov. 15th at 7:00pm.

Choir practice will start November 5th at 8:00pm in Robi’s home for more info please call Robi




